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Horsing around to get where we want to go is how we summed up the group’s approach to this year at Mid State Riding Club. 

Summary of MRSC Annual Meeting – 15 Jan 2012

Attending:

Charlie Ballou, Board Member; Jenny Bryan, Vice President; Lorrie Churchill, Board Member; Jeanette Cole; Denise Commons; Anna Dieffenbach, Junior Board Member; Felicia Dieffenbach, Board Member; Emily Hackett, Club President; Carol Hodgdon; Sarah Isham, Board Member; Julie Kinney; Joan Richmond-Hall, Secretary

Thanks to Charlie and Sarah for hosting the first meeting of 2012!

VAST: 

Would like to move the trail in front of the ring since the Hodgdons are building a house at the old trail location. VAST has insurance. We voted to allow VAST to move the trail. 

Mission / visioning: 

Mission: MRSC welcomes young and old horse lovers of all disciplines and experience to explore and participate in equine activities. Our focus is equine-related fun and education.

Vision: Horsin’ around to get where we want to go!

History: 

There was a brief discussion of club history as it relates to the ring. The club’s first show was held behind the high school in a snow-fenced “ring”. Gymkhanas then moved to the little development next to Hodgdon’s farm.  Groups of 20-40 people from town used to participate in club events. At that time most or many members were kids - who have since grown up and are now our long-time members. Some of the shows were later held at the Stock farm. When the ring property came up for sale a group bought the property for the club and club activities have been held there ever since.

Activities: The group created a list of activities to see what we might want to offer or do in 2012. Activities were “binned” into these three groups:

Major events:

Horseshow (Lorrie) (2nd Sunday in August)

ACTHA (or ACTHA-like) trail ride – fall – waiting on 3 Stallion

Driving Event (Charlie)

Minor events (1/2 day; members only):

Centered Riding Clinic (Jeanette) (June or July)

Irish Gymkhana  (Felicia & Anna)

Showmanship clinic  (Michaela)

On-going events (weekly or nearly so):

Lessons – weekday (Jenny with Marcy and Jeanette)

Drill team / soccer –  weekday evening midweek (Cindy Rose & Jenny)  

Trail ride – once a month on weekends leaving from ring (Carol, Julie, Jeanette)

We’ll try to start by marking up maps and may then do a few snowshoe walks to look for likely routes.

Frequent ring use fee? 

Users wanting to support the ring could voluntarily contribute a “frequent user’s donation” of $20 month.

If the budget developed over the course of 2012 determines that a ring fee is needed we can create a new club fee structure that might request higher payment for frequent users.

Those volunteering for ring maintenance and upkeep may waive the ring fee.

Sarah Isham will donate an old lawn tractor to the club if we can find one. We might be able to store it in the old clubhouse if we can move it and disconnect the pipes. Having the mower there would make it much easier for members to do the grounds work.

Fundraising?

Julie has a nice group of photos from the early days of the club and we discussed creating a calendar with old photos, old stories and a page of club history. The calendar could be sold as a fundraiser.

A “naked” club calendar was also discussed. 

Meetings will be held on the 4th Tue of each month at 6:30 @ Windover House 

Several members enjoyed the educational talks we had meetings last year and we agreed to have talks at winter meetings. Assignments for the next four months:

February: Sarah

March: Charlie 

April: Clicker with Jenny or Emily

May: Felicia & Anna

Minutes taken by Joan Richmond Hall and edited by Emily Hackett and Jenny Bryan.

